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BODY PLEASURE AND THE ORIGINS OF VIDLENCE
By James W. Prescott

From "The Bulletin of The Atomic Scientists”

November 1975, pp. 10-20
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Source: The coded scales on infancy were developed by cultural anthropologists Barry, Bacon
and Child [3]; on sexual behavior by Westbrook, Ford and Beach [4]; and on physical
violence by Slater [5]
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Source: Textor [1]; infant behavior ratings from Barry, Bacon and Child [3]; and adult

violence ratings from Slater [5]

This table is a revised version updated with information from the article “Can More
Touching Lead to Less Violence in Our Society?” by Lionel Gambill, published in The
Truth Seeker, March/April 1989. Gambill writes: “Subsequent to original publication
of this material in The Futurist in April 1975, cultural anthropologists informed
Prescott of errors in some of the original codings in the reference work on which the
comparison was based. When these errors were corrected, no exceptions remained. The
Pleasure/ Violence Reciprocity Theory, applied to the cultures listed in that reference
work, has a predictive validity of 100%.” The original version of the table from the

Futurist is available here: http://www.violence.de/prescott/bulletin/oldtables.html
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The collaboration of Douglas Wallace, Human Sexuality Program, University of
California Medical School, San Francisco, in the questionnaire study is gratefully

acknowledged.

This table is a slightly revised version. The original version has been preserved here:

http://www.violence.de/prescott/bulletin/oldtables.html
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